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embarrazsment 1 may have cansed
youa. This will settle any claim againat
e in this matber.”

Then Abrabam prayed to Gasd,
and Gaod healed Abimelech, his wile,
and the other women of the house-
hiold, s¢ they could hawe children.
For the Lok had siricken all the
wiomen with infertility s a warning o
Abimelech for having taken Abra
ham's wife,

200 Trey the Lokt did exactly what he
had prosmized. 25arah became preg-
nuaiit, and ahe gave a son be Abraham in
his old age. It all happened at the dme
Crond i =aid it would. 3And Abraham
nuarneed his son lsaae * AERght days af
ter lsaac was born, Abraham circume
cized him as God had commanded,
SAbraham was one hundred years old
at the time.

Sand Sarah declared, “God has
birsught me langhter! Al wha hear
about this will bugh with me. "For whe
wonld bive dresimed that | weukl ever
b & baby? Yet | hove given Abraham
A =om in his old agel”

A0z e went by and Tz grew and
wies wezned, Abraham gave a big pariy
Tor celibrate the happy aocasion, “But
Sarah saw Ishrsel=the son of Abres
ham and her Egvptian servant Ha
par—making fan of Isaae, Y50 she
twrned o Abraham and demsnded,
=Gt ridd of that servant and her son,
Hee i oot i o shace the Bmily i
heritane: with my son, Bsac, | won't
b il

WThis spset Abeaham very nisch
because lshmasl was his son. =Rt
God told Abraham, “The not be upset
over the bay and your seevant wife. Do
just as Sarah says, for Isaac i the son
through whom your descendants will
be comnted. SRt | will make a nation
of the descendants of Hagar's son be
canze e alse iz your son”

WS Abraham gl up early the next
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morning, prepaced food for e jour-
ey, amal strapped @ container of waler
o Hagar's shoulders, He sent her
away with their son, and she walked
ot ints the wilderness of Beersheba,
wandering smleasly. *When the wa
Ter was gone, she el the boy in the
shiade of a bush, WThen she went and
st down by herzelf aboot a hondred
yards® away. [ don't want to watch the
boy die,” she snid, as she burst inio
tears.

PThen G Beard the bov's ories,
amd the angel of God called te Hagar
from the sky, “Hagar, what's wrong?
[us ot be afraid! Crod has heard the
boa's eres from the place where you
il imn, Y0 6o him and comiors bim,
oo 1wl e o geresal nation from hiz
descemlant="

Then God opencd Hagar's eyes,
and she waw a well. She immediately
fillesd e water container and gaive the
bow a drink, ®And God was with the
by ag he grew upin the wilderness of
Paran. He became an expert archer,
2tand his mother arvanged a narrisgpe
for him with a young worman from
Ervpt.

L About this time, Abimelech cams
with Phicol, his army commander, 1o
vizit Abeaham. "It is clear that God
helps you in everything you do,” Abs
melech said, 2" Swear toome in Goed's
name that you won't deceive me, my
children, or my grandchildren. | have
been loyal o you, se now swear that
o will bres kewral fo e and o this coune
ry in which you are lving.”

HMAbraham replied, “All right, [
swear to it #Then Abroham come
plained to Abirmebech about 2 well that
Abirelech's servants had taken vie-
lently from Abraham’s servanis,

#This is the first Pve heard of it,”
Abimelech said. “And I have no idea
whao = responsible. Why didn't you
say aoanething about this before?”
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Then Abraham gave sheep and
oapen To Abirmelech, aond they made a
treaty. =But when Abraham took
seven additional ewe lambs and set
them off by themseves, ®Abimelech
asked, "Wy are vou doing that®

MAbraham replied, “They are my
il b o a5 @ pablic confirmation thit
[ dugr this well” %50 ever since, that
place has been known as Beersheba—
“well of the aath"—hecase that was
where they had sworn an sath. = Alker
making their covenant, Abireloch lef
with Phicel, the commander of his
army, and they refurned home to the
land of the Philstines, 2 Then Abra
harm planted o tanarisk roe ol Beer
shieha, and be worshiped the LogD, the
Eternal Cod, at that place. 4w Abra-
hiarm bved in Philistine countey for &
bz timee,

22 ek on G tested Abrabam's
fzith amd obedivnce. "Abraham™ God
called,

“Wes," he replied. "Here | am.”

ke your 2on, your only son—
yies, l=aac, whom you ke so much—
and g to the lawl of Moriah, Sacrifice
himn there as a barnt offering on one of
the mountains, which 1 will paint oot ta
yiou,”

AT et oo Alwahaim got up
early. He saddbed his donley and took
two of his servants with him, akng
with has son Issac. Then he chopped
winsd s Bl a fire Jor  burnt ef lering
and set out for the place where God
biad fale] b £ g, A0 the thind day of
the jowrney, Abraham saw the place in
the distanee. **Stay here with the don-
kiey,” Abrahaim told the young men.
“The boy amd 1 will travel a ke G
ther, We will worship there, and then
wiee Wil core rght back.”

fabrham phaced the wood lor the
burnt offering on [saacs shoulders,
whide e Taimself caried the Kidfe and
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the fire. As the two of them went on
tagreher, Ylaaae aaid, “Fatler

“Wes, my =on,” Abraham replied.

“We have the wood and the fire,”
anid the by, “but where i= the lamb for
the smerifice

4 will providle a bk, my son,”
Abraham answered. And they both
wend on bogether.

When they arrivied atl the place
wihere Gaod had told Abraham togo, he
bruwil e el plisced Uhae wasd on it
Tl he tiesd D up and lid him on
the altar over the wood. #And Abras
harm tonk the knite and lifed it ap o
Kill his =on 212 & sacnfios o The Logn,
VAL that mioment The angel of the
Lopn shouted to him from hesven,
“Abreabam! Abraham™

“Wes,” e answered, "I'm listening.”

2Lay down the Enife,” the angel
snid. “Do not burt the boy in any way,
for o | hoowe thiat wou trily fear God.
You have o withheld even your be-
toves] =on from me.”

U Then Abeabham looked up and s
A ram caught by its hoens in a bush. Sa
he took the ram and sacrificed it a8 a
bwrnt offering on the altar in place of
his spn. “Abraham named the place
“The Logn WiHl Proside.™ This nams
hins now become o proverb: “On the
mountain of the Lok it will be pro-
vided ™

L e the angpe] of the Logn called
again to Abrabham from heaven,
Thiz is what the Logn says: Be
ciause your have obeyved me aml have
et withheld even vour beloved son, |
swedr by my own self that 71 will
bless woai rchhe 1wl maltiply yvour
descendants into countless millions,
likoes the stars of the sky and the sand
o the seashore, They will congeer
ther empermics, YWand thoough yaur de
seendants,* all the nations of the earth
will b bleased—all because vou have
obeped me” U Ten they retir med b



